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Men of Denbury 1914-1918 

 

Denbury Place and People 

the 

Great 

War 

Remember  
me when I  
am gone 

away, 
Gone far 

away into  
the silent 

land; 
When you can no more hold me by the hand,   (Totnes Image Bank) 

Nor I half turn to go yet turning stay. 
Remember me when no more day by day 

You tell me of our future that you planned: 
Only remember me; you understand 
It will be late to counsel then or pray, 
Yet if you should forget me for a while 

And afterwards remember, do not grieve: 
For if the darkness and corruption leave 

A vestige of the thoughts that I once had, 
Better by far you should forget and smile 

  Than that you should remember and be sad. Christina Rossetti 
 

The county of Devon was unusual, but not unique, in that not a single village 
survived the Great War without loss. Denbury deaths as a percentage of its 

population were amongst the highest in the land. 
My thanks go to the many Regiments, Museums, organisation, websites and private records 

that you have allowed me to research, copy and quote. 
 

Based on research carried out by Mick Sutherland-Cook 
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  (IWM) 

Information supplied here is as accurate and complete as possible from the records 
available. Unfortunately, 70/80% of all WW1 service records were destroyed in the Blitz of 
WW2. 
If you have additional information on any of the men listed or any I may have omitted 

please let me know via blackstonepilgrim@gmail.com 

Introduction 

This publication is produced from the information gathered during my research 

into Denbury's contribution during the Great War 1914 – 1918 (and to 1922 

when most Memorials were dedicated). It started with searching for more 

details about the men whose names are inscribed on the Denbury War 

Memorial: 

Pte. John Frederick BEER,   2nd Batt the Devonshire Regiment 
Pte. John Richard CORRICK,   9th Batt the Devonshire Regiment 
Pte. Montague EDWARDS,   The Hampshire Regiment 
Warrant Officer John GAYLER,   Royal Garrison Artillery 
Lcpl Henry (Pat) HAMMOND,   The Royal Scots 
Pte. William Henry HOLMES,   16th Batt the Devonshire Regiment 
Lcpl Frank Ernest OSBORN,   2nd Batt the Devonshire Regiment 
Able Seaman Henry SEAWARD,  Royal Navy 
Pte. William John TOZER,   7th Batt the Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers   
Albert Edward WILLIAMS,   Service Arm not confirmed 
Able Seaman John Charles WYATT,  Royal Navy 

 
It soon became evident that there were other men who had fought and died 

and, also there were men who had fought and returned all of whom, at some 

time during their lives, had had a relationship with Denbury. Therefore, men 

mailto:blackstonepilgrim@gmail.com
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who had been born in Denbury, or had married a local girl, or had come to the 

parish for work themselves or with a parent would be researched. Twenty-

seven men were identified who had declared a 'relationship' with Denbury on 

their Attestation Papers when they join-up, on their Discharge Documents or 

somewhere in their record of service. Some were already Regular Soldier's and 

Sailor's when ‘The Great War’ started, some had previously fought in the Boer 

War, others had re-enlisted from pensioned retirement having already served 

their country for more than 20 years. But most were ‘War Volunteers’ and 

from 1916 conscripts. All were Heroes. Seventeen were 'killed in action' or 

'died from wounds or related illness' at the Somme, Arras, Vimy Ridge, 

Gallipoli, at sea, slaughtered at Messines during the 3rd Battle of Ypres, or 

during the great tank battle at Cambrai or on the frozen plains of North Russia 

in 1919. One was taken 'Prisoner of War' and another was killed towards the 

end of the War whilst teaching new pilots to fly. The 11 names inscribed on the 

Denbury War Memorial are of those men who had been identified, in 1919, by 

the then Rector, Reverend Albert Chadwick as 'having a local connection'. 

 There are many reasons why 'a local' man's name never made it on to his 

'local' Great War Memorial. During the Great War whole families, widows of 

deceased servicemen and parents may have moved away from their ‘native’ 

area, memories and histories going with them. Also, some families did not 

want a daily reminder of 'lost' loved ones, or a man might have a stronger 

connection with some other place and be named on a memorial there (e.g. 

John Bulley born Denbury 1886 is inscribed on the Stoke Gabriel Memorial).  

However, none of the dead are forgotten. The Commonwealth War Graves 

Commission (CWGC) has made sure of that. When the First World War came to 

an end war graves were scattered throughout all the regions where fighting 

had occurred. The locations and sites of many graves were no longer known, 

and some individuals lay, unburied, in areas where fighting had been fiercest. 

It is in this context that the majority of the CWGC Archive Casualty Records 

came into existence. The Commission was set up to provide 'perpetual 

commemoration' to those who had died while serving in the Commonwealth 

forces during the war.  
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For those with no known grave, the Commission was provided with a list of 

missing individuals by the relevant military authorities. It enabled a decision to 

be made on where the most appropriate place of commemoration was for 

each individual, and to then set out the design and layout of the memorial 

panels on which their names would be recorded. 

 

Near the town of Ieper in Belgium is Tyne Cot Cemetery, the largest Commonwealth War Graves 

Commission cemetery in the world. It is now the resting place of more than 11,900 servicemen of the 

British Empire from the First World War. 

Denbury Memorial 

In addition to those men whose names are inscribed on the Denbury War 

Memorial 16 other 'Denbury' men fought during the First World War. In April 

1919 the Rev. Albert Chadwick, Rector of Denbury, took the lead “to have 

some sort of permanent public memorial dedicated to ‘the men of Denbury’” 

and reported that he had complied a list of 9 bona fide men to be inscribed on 

a public memorial in the village (later two more names were added to his list). 

Subscription was slow and the Denbury Feoffees made up the balance with a 

gift of £4-16s-6d (£4.82) to enable the project to be completed. Denbury’s 

Great War Memorial, a plaque on the side of the cistern, was finally unveiled 

by General and Mrs. Kelly who lived at Tor Newton House, in 1920. 

 

(Totnes Image Bank) 
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It’ll all be over by Christmas 

In the summer of 1914 men, all over Europe were 'thrilled' by the prospect of 

war. By August a month had passed since the assassination of the Austrian 

Archduke. Austria, Russia, Germany and France had mobilised their armies and 

Britain was reluctantly being drawn in to the conflict. 

 "We were all delighted when war broke out, in fact, we were bursting with 

happiness." recalled Len Thompson a farm boy from East Anglia.  

The men who were 'delighted' were not particularly blood thirsty, politically 

minded or jingoistic. But soldiering, even at wartime, offered prospects that 

were normally beyond the reach of the ‘ordinary’ man.  

In rural areas, such as Devon, the average size of a family was six and the 

father was usually a labourer earning about 13 shillings (65p) a week. If the 

weather was bad or he was sick and could not work the farmer stopped his 

pay. Most children left school at thirteen or fourteen to help their mother 

supplement the family income or to became labourers themselves. However, 

they were better educated than their parents and most could read and write. It 

was little wonder that young men rushed to enlist. They were paid 7shillings 

(35p) a week and if they sent half of it home ‘to mother’ the Government 

added another 3s 6d, so ‘mother’ received 7s. They were well fed and 

regularly, clothed, doctored, disciplined and excited. They were told the 'War 

presented an experience a man would be proud to tell his children and 

grandchildren about’. But they should join up quickly and grab a piece of the 

action because ‘it will be all over by Christmas'. 

Life in Denbury 

When the Great War began, on the 4th of August 1914, Denbury Village was a 

very different place than it is today. At the birth of the 20th Century, in Britain 

generally a long rural tradition was coming to an end.  The period covering all 

the 19th Century began and ended with concern about the productivity and 

profitability of agriculture and the fortunes of those whose assets and social 

status were tied to the land. Some outcomes had grim consequences for the 
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rural poor but by 1914 agricultural wages had risen to 16s/9d (84p) a week for 

skilled men (less, of course, deductions such as rent) and 13s (65p) for the 

labourers who formed most of the agricultural workforce (more than 80% of 

Denbury’s working population were ‘land labourers’ [1911 Census]). But in the 

Devon countryside, many of the old ways lingered on and it took the 

'Depression' of the 1930's and the Second World War to finally finish them off. 

However, the real contrast, as the early years of the 20th Century unravelled, 

was the great difference between town and country. That is, those who had 

running water and street lighting as a norm and those who did not. Denbury 

was a ‘did not’. Society then was made up of three or four distinct classes into 

which everyone fitted and ‘accepted’: farm workers and labourers, craftsmen 

and tradesmen, farmers and squires, and the landed gentry all were still 

prevalent in Denbury. Mostly everyone knew their place and there seemed 

very little resentment to the established 'pecking' order from those in a lower 

class. Denbury, like all small parishes happily accommodated the 'four' class 

order from labourer to Lord of the Manor. "To the Squire or Parson and to 

members of their families the men would touch their hats or forelocks and 

the females, young and old would drop a little bob curtseys", recorded Irene 

Wilkins in her account of 'My childhood at the old family home in Denbury, 

Devon'. Irene also reported that “the real father figure of the village was the 

parson”. From 1910 and during the first few months of the war the Reverend 

Douglas Hilton Biggs performed this service followed, from 1916, by Reverend 

Albert Chadwick whose ministry continued at Denbury until in 1926 when he 

moved to Chelmsford, then Cromarty, Scotland where he died in 1931. During 

Rev. Chadwick’s ministry 17 men who had lived in the Denbury Parish at some 

time, including 7 who were resident at the time of their deaths, were killed in 

action, died from their wounds or just disappeared on the battle fields. He 

would have been comforter to wives, parents, children, brother and sister, 

church goers or not. For him the loses were as great as if they were his own 

children. Later he recorded, “In one year, 1917, I stood at the crossroads and 

imagined the dead boys coming home: three from East Street, two from 

North Street and one each from South and West Streets. There were, of 
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course, other Denbury boys who lay dead in the mud of Flanders or desert 

sands who I did not know, but I prayed for them too.” 

Rev. Albert Chadwick, Vicar 

(centre), St.Paul’s Church, Shadwell, Leeds before taking up the appointment as Rector at Denbury 

The nearest census we have, to the outbreak of ‘The Great War’, was taken in 

1911 when the Parish of Denbury, which included the village and surrounding 

farms had a total population of 281 soles, which included children. Kelly's 

Directory of 1914 gives a good guide to the economic structure of the village 

and lists local farmers, tradesmen and professional people.  Farmers, 

agriculture labourers and those working in 'related industries' like forestry and 

hunting accounted for 81% of Denbury's working population.  Denbury was, as 

now, the home of the South Devon Hunt and many of its members and 

employees enlisted. The remainder were involved in retail, the professions or 

craft working, some in the census were categorised as 'capitalists' (living by 

own means) and many were servants. 

In 1914 there were far less dwellings in the parish than there are now. Most of 

the cottages were rented or 'went with the job'. 

 On Friday 1st January 1915, 6 months into the War, the following advert 

appeared in the Exeter and Plymouth Gazette: 

'WANTED, MAN, to drive horses, cottage and garden provided - Jeffrey Levaton, Denbury.' 
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The general condition of houses and cottages in the village was poor and some 

had even been condemned as uninhabitable in 1911, but they remained 

occupied until the 1930’s before finally being demolished when the Church 

yard was extended. The supply of water to the village was a constant worry to 

the Rural Surveyor whose observations were regularly reported in Council 

minutes and the local press. Stella Elliott, 'who lived all her life in Denbury', 

tells us in her 'Memories of Denbury' written in 1977. " Many of the cottages 

in the village were in a sad state of disrepair. In the 1905 - 1925 period most 

cottagers had to fetch their water from taps placed at various points in the 

village: at the cistern in the square where the war memorial is placed, at East 

Street at the junction with Greenhill Lane, at Green Cottages, opposite Mrs 

Bell's, and at Townsend, opposite the Parish Hall, near Martyr Cottage. I 

clearly remember in the days of summer drought, when I was young, the taps 

would run dry and people would queue at the cistern for a daily ration of 

water - perhaps one or two pail full's. At times, people would have to fetch 

water from the spring at Shute Farm".  The Village post office, at the junction 

of West Street with North Street, had two 'gapping' holes in the roof. Minutes 

of the Feoffeys record receiving 'damp' letters. Tarmac had not yet reached the 

Village therefore the roads were constantly watered and rolled to keep down 

the dust. Stella Elliott goes on to report, " Denbury in those days supported 

two grocery shops, two public houses, one butchers shop, a post office, a 

smithy, a Baptist Chapel as well as the Parish Church of St Mary the Virgin 

and a school which catered for children ages 5 - 14, infants to standard 7. 

Toilets were of the bucket type - the playground muddy and on the boys' side, 

springs would burst during the winter rains. A doctor kept a surgery at the 

village store and visited on Saturday mornings. I remember two very good, 

kindly and efficient village midwives who also did general nursing and even 

did the laying out of corpses". 
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(Totnes Image Bank) 
East Street looking down towards the Church c 1914 (note: no tarmac, the lack of render and that some 

cottages on the North side are thatched). The cottages directly in front of the Church Tower (Somerset 

Cottages) have been demolished. 

Thee Village School was where it is today, but it was smaller, and the average 

attendance was 45, Miss Clarissa Evans was the 'mistress'.  

 

Denbury School c1913 (by permission Denbury Archive more information see denbury.net) 
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Charlie Lark with ‘Skipper’ Denbury Green 1913  (MS-C own collection) 

 Larry (Harry) Lark was publican at the Union Inn on the Green and his brother 

Charlie was the Village blacksmith next door. 

 At the junction of South Street with East Street, William Tozer was the 

publican at the Church House Inn. The two pubs had their own 'loyal' clientele 

and, on occasions the Western Times reported incidents of drunken fights in 

the village between the 'two sides'.  Walter Henry Soper was the village 

butcher, his shop and home were at North Street next door to 'Roper's General 

Store'. Mrs Mary Miller was the sub-post mistress, Henry Tozer the village 

mason and John White, who had fought in the Boer War, was the clerk to the 

Parish Council. William Pawley was the long serving Sexton and, Walter 

Septimius Curtis (Solicitor) was Lord of the Manor and landlord of many 

tenanted cottages in the village.  

Dwellings in North Street ended at the Baptist Chapel until Pear Tree Farm. At 

Pear Tree Cross along the track to the right, leading to Start Cross, the Rector 

owned 30 allotments which were rented to villagers. Behind the cottages on 

the west side of North Street was an orchard which had a 'owners restricted' 

right of way running from the west side of the Lower House, in West Street, to 
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the Baptist Chapel. Right of Way restrictions were not entirely resolved until 

the 1970's. East Street dwellings ended at, what is now, 31 East Street on the 

north side, Greenhill Lane was an old bridleway which led to Greenhill 

Plantation and on to Newton Abbot. Attached to Church Cottage were four 

other cottages, which as previously mentioned were demolished.  

 
Denbury Post and Telegraph Office (looking up North Street)  (Totnes Image Bank) 

At West Street on the corner with North Street was the Post and Telegraph 

Office and directly opposite were the village 'Reading and Coffee Rooms', 

which also included a library. The Village School, West End Terrace, West End 

Cottages, the Village Hall and, Townsend together with the Rectory, which had 

its own farm and large orchard completed West Street before heading out to 

‘Goosepool’. On Shute Lane the only dwelling was Shute Farmhouse. At the 

Green was Lark's Union Inn, there was also the blacksmiths off Copsey Lane, 

which was run by Larry (Harry) Lark's brother Charlie. Village dwellings along 

the road leading to 'Tor Bryan' and on to Broadhempston finished at Lowes 

farmhouse as they do today. Green View and Marley was a single dwelling and 

the four cottages after Marley were simply known as the Green. 
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        (MS-C own collection) 
The Union Inn, with Marley to the right (and now Green View).  

North of the village green heading up South Street towards the Cistern were 

ten dwellings which included Denbury Manor and 'Tozer's' Church House Inn.  

 
        (MS-C own collection) 
South Street, from the entrance to Denbury Manor 
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Together with the village several surrounding farms made up the Parish of 

Denbury.  

Long before the Great War, Denbury had a tremendous relationship with the 

Royal Navy, Marines and the Army. But it was mainly to the Navy and Marines 

that Denbury's young men were attracted. George Chapple and his brother 

William, George Rowe, Thomas Pearce, George Gilpin, Henry Grant, Henry 

Chapple, John Ford and his brother Henry, William Nicholls, William Holwell, 

John Ford and his son William, John Strawbridge, Owen Rowe, Fredrick 

Gortley, William Saunders and Charles White all gave up the fields of Denbury, 

before the Great War, to serve their country.  

But everything was about to change forever. 

The deadline was midnight, Central European Time - eleven o'clock London 

Time on the 4th August 1914. A telegraph operator waited to receive a 

message that the Kaiser would withdraw his troops from Belgium. Big Ben 

struck eleven times. Britain was at War! 

WAR 

  (IWM) 

German Infantry advance through Belgium August 1914 

When Britain went to war in 1914, it had a small but highly trained army. The 

Infantry was made up of sixty-one Regiments allied to a County or region with 
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a home depot. Each Regiment had two Battalions and a ‘special reserve’, or 

third battalion whose purpose was to gather recruits, and three locally raised 

territorial battalions (part-time Soldiers). Because of this one can dismiss the 

stories of young men and boys being slaughtered in the early stages of the war. 

The average age of the early war dead was around 30 years old – fathers, 

husbands and brothers.  

On January 16th, 1914 it was reported in the Western Times that work to widen 

Denbury Green had been completed. 

The Country at the time was awash with rumour fuelled by ‘frenzied 

patriotism’ and a British love for the ‘underdog’. The Government made it 

illegal to light a bonfire, fly a kite or buy a round of drinks. In 1914 women 

began to form voluntary organisations, the Women's Defence Relief Corps and 

the Women's Farm and Garden Union started up. The WI started in 1915. 

In May 1915, recruitment officers were instructed not to accept skilled farm 

workers, who may volunteer, so that they could remain on the farm to protect 

Britain's food supply. By autumn 1915, some of these skilled labourers became 

'starred' which made them exempt from military duties along with miners and 

munitions workers.  

At the start of the War, Britain had become dependent on imports for 60% of 

food supplies. 

The residents of Denbury started the ‘Denbury Military Comfort Fund’, chaired 

by Mrs Chadwick the Rector’s wife. The Feoffees gave £2.00 on the 

understanding that Mrs Chadwick ensured that ‘only Denbury men who as a 

result of hostilities were hospitalised, PoWs, or in destressed, benefitted.  

The Government published 'The Win-The-War Cookery Book'. 

On the 30th January 1915 the Mid Devon Times reported a ‘rumpus’ at a 

Denbury Temperance Meeting which was called to outline the restrictions 

imposed on licensed houses. Regular items appeared in the newspapers with 

illustrations on ‘how women should dress’.  
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William James Holmes was appointed Hon. Secretary of the Denbury War 

Savings Association. At the end of the War he received a certificate of high 

appreciation, on behalf of Denbury people, from Prime Minister David Lloyd 

George. 

 

(my thanks to the Denbury Feoffees Archive)  

 

With the passing of the Military Service Act conscription was introduced in 

January 1916. Single men and widowers without children aged 18 to 41 were 

now liable to serve in the Army if they were not in a reserved occupation. By 
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May 1916 the act was extended to cover both single and married men and in 

1918 the age range was extended up to 51.  

Mobile Recruiting Teams lead by a Regimental band regularly marched into the 

village and set up on Denbury Green. Because of conscription being enforced, a 

series of Military Service Tribunals were established to hear applications and 

appeals for exemption from those with reasons not to serve in the Army. The 

reasons for seeking exemption needed to fall under seven grounds covering:  

employment or educational studies that were of greater national importance, 

domestic circumstances, conscientious objection and medical reasons. 

Applicants seeking exemption under these grounds would start by applying to 

Local Tribunal, usually at borough, district or town level. The application for 

exemption could be made by the individual himself, a family member on their 

behalf, or their employer. The decision of a local tribunal could be appealed to 

a County Appeal Tribunal. Again, the same individuals, as above, could raise 

the appeal but so could the local Military Representative on behalf of the 

army. Therefore, local tribunal decisions seen as too lenient by the army could 

be overruled on appeal. The result was that ‘committees’ of retired officers, 

business managers, doctors, solicitors and the like were set up, none of these 

people, who were making life and death decisions were of military age. 

Denbury men came under the Newton Abbot Military Tribunal. There were 

numerous cases where exemption was claimed for farm labourers as “the work 

was too heavy for women to undertake”.  

Under the headline in the local papers: 

(Denbury) ‘Whip refused exemption at Appeal Tribunal – Sir 

Ian Amory Presiding’. 

 The South Devon Hunt had claimed exemption for Herbert William Bridge 

their whip. The Joint Masters of the hunt, brothers Herbert and William 

Whitley who had taken over when the previous Master Major J.A. Cooke Hurle 

left for the War, said they were not appealing on selfish grounds, but they 

needed Bridge because they had had to employ a new huntsman, to replace 
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the previous one of military age who had volunteered, the new huntsman did 

not know the ground, and to keep the hunt going was personally costing them 

between £800 and £1,000 pa. It is Sir Ian Amory's summary which is 

interesting, he said – “I am a huntsman myself, and have every sympathy”. But 

he was sorry to think that any Master should appeal to keep one huntsman at 

home, of military age. He did not think that the young man in question would 

be able to hold up his head again, if when his mates come back, they found 

that he had been out hunting whilst they had been away at war.  

Bridge spoke up and put in his own appeal, that he already had 4 brothers 

serving, 2 of whom had been wounded. “That's Ok”, said Sir Ian, “you go and 

join them then and catch us some Germans”. 

The appeal was dismissed. Bridge joined up and survived the war but did not 

return to Denbury. His story of military service appears later. 

Denbury’s only recorded Prisoner of War (PoW) 

It was reported in the Mid Devon Times that, " Pte. S. T Hall, was a POW in 

Germany. He had joined the Devon Yeomanry in May 1915, afterwards 

transferring to the 8th Devon’s. He landed in France November 1916 and was 

taken prisoner on 26th October 1917. Before joining he was for five years in 

the employ of Mr Soper a Denbury butcher”. During his employment Sydney 

Hall lived in North Street. The Feoffees sent £1-12s-8d (£1.65p) in 1917 and £1-

12s-6d (£1.65p) in 1918 to the Red Cross for the benefit of Sydney Hall, the 

Denbury butcher's assistant, who had become a POW in Germany. Sydney 

wrote a letter of thanks, and after the War came back to live in Denbury for a 

while. He married Olive Annie Reed and set up as a Master Butcher at 38 Fore 

Street, Totnes, which is still ‘Hall’s butcher’s shop’ today. Sydney died at Totnes 

in 1965. 



 

18 

 

Men of Denbury 1914-1918 

 

Mr and Mrs Walter Henry Soper outside their shop in North Street; Sydney Hall about to leave with the day’s 

deliveries. (c 1905) (Totnes Image Bank) 

March 1918 - at age 37 William Winser a married insurance agent from 

Denbury managed to get his case referred to the Central Medical Board. 

April 1918 - at age 41 Mr Soper the Denbury butcher had his appeal dismissed 

and he became eligible for call-up in June 1918, reported the Western Times. 

He was never to receive his call-up papers. 

There was a national egg collection; fresh eggs were 'donated' and sent to 

troops in hospital. Denbury was often commended in the press for collections 

as they ‘were always amongst the largest in the area’. 
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Remembered with Honour 

THOMAS SAMUEL HOLWILL - Royal Navy (Parents Headstone, Denbury 

Churchyard) 

 Service No. 206973 Thomas Samuel Holwill, Royal Navy 

Within two days of the declaration of war, indirectly Denbury experienced its 

first casualty. Leading Seaman Thomas Samuel Holwill was aboard HMS 

Amphion, a light cruiser, which struck a mine in the North Sea and sunk on the 

6th August 1914. Over 130 of her 

crew became the first British 

casualties of the war. Thomas’ body 

was never recovered. He is 

remembered on the Naval War 

Memorial at Plymouth, Newton 

Abbot Memorial and on his parent’s 

Thomas Samuel Snr. and Ethel 

Holwill’s headstone in Denbury 

Church yard. Thomas had been born at Luton Nr Newton Abbot and joined the 

Navy on his eighteenth birthday the 14th November 1900, at the time the 

family lived at Highweek. Whilst serving aboard HMS Argyll he married Lilian 

Lavinia Martin (b.1883), who lived at Southernhay, Newton Abbot, at St. 

Mary's Church, Wolborough, 12th October 1911. Lilian's father had been a 

Petty Officer in the Royal Navy.  
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Thomas and Lilian had a young son Thomas Martin who was born 1912. When 

Thomas Samuel Snr died in 1927 Ethel obtained permission to include their son 

Thomas’ details on her husband’s headstone. When Thomas was killed Lilian 

and Thomas Martin lived at Alexandra Road, Devonport, Plymouth. Lilian and 

Thomas Martin moved back to 2 Southernhay, Newton Abbot. Lilian died in 

1949 aged 66, Thomas Martin moved to Chelston and died 1988. 

 

Early Recruiting Poster to encourage 'experienced' men to re-enlist 
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RICHARD LASKEY COUNTER - Royal Artillery (born Denbury 1863) 

On the 25th September 1914, Richard Laskey Counter, at the age of 51, re-

joined the Royal Artillery. Richard had been born at Denbury in 1863, the son 

of William and Sarah Counter, they lived in South Street at the time and are 

both buried in Denbury churchyard. Richard had retired from the army with a 

pension in 1903 after serving 21 years and 2 months. In his retirement he 

became Town Postman for Newton Abbot, as announced in the London 

Gazette in 1905: 

1588: THE LONDON GAZETTE, MARCH 3, 1905. 
UNDER CLAUSE VII OF THE ORDER IN COUNCIL 

OF 4TH JUNE 1870. 
Post Office: Postmen or Porters, London, George 

Jackson, Stephen Richard Smith, Frederic 
George Matthews, Henry James Underbill. 

Postman, Newton Abbot, Richard Counter. 
Extract from The London Gazette 3rd March 1905  

 

 When Richard first joined the Royal Artillery in 1882, aged 19 years, he was 

boarding with the Crute family at 11 Salem Place, Newton Abbot and was a 

Tanner's Labourer. Because of his shift pattern walking daily from Denbury was 

an arduous task particularly at night, “I would walk along Green Hill Lane to the 

plantation, take the left fork on to Newton track via Bradley where the tannery 

was”. So, he sought lodgings near to his work. During his first enlistment 

Richard served 2 years in Canada, 2 years in Bermuda, 8 years in India, and the 

remainder in the United Kingdom. He was awarded the Army Long Service and 

Good Conduct Medal and the Delhi Durbar Coronation Medal 1903. Richard 

married Lucy Ann Mitchell Howard at Ellacombe Parish Church on the 12th 

September 1887, they had 5 surviving children (George Donald Stanley b1890 

Bermuda served in the RNVR WW1 he died in 1968, Cecil Charles b1892 

Guernsey served as a Cpl in the Royal Field Artillery WW1, Elsie Lucille b1894 

India, Harold Richard b1895 Secuderbabad, India served as a Corporal 

Mechanic in the Royal Flying Corp WW1, he died in 1970, and Violet b1905). 
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Richard Laskey Counter was an exemplary soldier and by 1894 he was a 

Warrant Officer Class II in the Royal Garrison Artillery. When he retired from 

the Army he was awarded a pension for life and with his family settled at 

Kingskerwell. Seven weeks after War was declared Richard was back in uniform 

as Company Sergeant Major, 18 Company Royal Garrison Artillery, Sheerness. 

On the 13th March 1918 he was discharge because of being 'over military age' 

and awarded the Silver War Badge No. 351591. Richard and Lucy Ann lived at 

11 King Street, Newton Abbot.  

  

Long Service and  Good Conduct Medal    Delhi Durbar Medal   

        1903  

Silver War Badge 

Richard died in 1928 aged 65. 

 

The Mid Devon Times reported in January 1915, 'Belgium refugees working at 

Seale Hayne for 5s 6d a week. A further 5s 6d is saved for them, to be paid 

when they return home.'  

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj1tZq_l9rgAhVGgxoKHamID_QQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.revolvy.com%2Fpage%2FArmy-Long-Service-and-Good-Conduct-Medal&psig=AOvVaw3z9-rW5atFbn_CWS4lQfNy&ust=1551297396294415
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JOHN CHARLES WYATT - Royal Navy (Denbury Memorial) 

The first Denbury (War Memorial) casualty was Able Seaman John Charles 

(Wayett) Wyatt who died on the 11th May 1915. He was the son of George and 

Susan Wayett of Pulsford Cottage on the road from Denbury to Woodland. 

John was born at Holne on 9th October 1877 and started his working life as a 

'farm labourer'. He joined the Royal Navy at the Boy's Training Ship, HMS 

Impregnable, Devonport on the 5th January 1894. 

 

HMS Impregnable, Devonport, Plymouth. 

On the 9th October 1895, aged 18 years, he joined HMS Benbow as an 

Ordinary Seaman. In 1896 he was a member of the ships company aboard HMS 

Revenge, a steel armoured Battleship, where he stayed until November 1899 

during which time he qualified as an Able Seaman.  By the time War was 

declared he had been serving in the Royal Navy for 19 years and was a 

qualified 'Diver', ‘the most dangerous of occupations’. On the 15th July 1914 

he joined HMS Ocean a 'Canopus Class Ship' of the 8th Battle Squadron.  On 

the 14th August Ocean went to Queenstown then moved to the East Indies in 

September.  HMS Ocean took part in the Persian Gulf operations in October 

1914 then moved to the Mediterranean where she was sent to the 

Dardanelle's in February 1915. On the 18th March 1915 she was damaged by 

gunfire then hit a floating mine and was torpedoed.  The crew abandoned ship 

at 7.30pm and HMS Ocean sank three hours later. Able Seaman John Charles 

Wyatt was 'seriously wounded' and admitted to No. 15 General Hospital, 

Alexandria but died on the 11th May 1915. He is buried at Alexandria (Chatby) 

Military and War Memorial Cemetery and Remembered with Honour on 

Denbury War Memorial. John's father George had died, and his mother 



 

24 

 

Men of Denbury 1914-1918 

remarried to become Mrs Morey. John never married and his elder sister Ellen, 

who married Albert Mounce in 1907, was noted as his next of kin and was duly 

informed of his death. Ellen and Albert lived at Lower Lake, Woodland and 

were still there in the 1939 Register. Ellen died in 1968. 

 

HMS Ocean 1915 

 

FREDRICK JOHN BEER - 2nd Battalion, The Devonshire Regiment (Denbury 

Memorial) 

Private Fredrick John Beer who was serving with the 2nd Battalion, The 

Devonshire Regiment, died of wounds received in action at the Somme on 6th 

July 1916.  The 2nd Devon's had occupied their assembly trenches on the 

evening of 30th June and had been waiting in readiness for several hours when 

at 6.35am on the 1st July a tremendous bombardment of the German trenches 

commenced. It lasted for an hour and at 7.25am, 10 minutes before the 

bombardment ceased, the Devon's began their push across ‘No Man's Land’. 

When the bombardment lifted, they were within 100 yards of the German 

front trench and charged, only to be caught in a tornado of fire from their front 

and both flanks. The Devon's War Diary continues, 'The morning was misty, 

and the smoke and dust made it hard for those in the British trenches to make 

out what exactly happened. At first it looked as if the waves (of men) were 

lying down intact in No Man's Land, but then it was realised that they were 
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lying still because they had been shot down wholesale and were practically all 

casualties.' Among the casualties was Fredrick John Beer who subsequently 

died of his wounds on the 6th July the day after the remnants of the 2nd 

Devon were relieved.  

Fredrick was married to Sarah Jane who was born at Berry Pomeroy in 1874. 

They lived at Green Cottages, just off Denbury Green along the 

Broadhempston road. 

 At the time of Fredrick's death, at Daours Casualty Clearing Station, which was 

reported in the Western Times on the 25th July 1916, Sarah was living at  

Denbury, they had four daughters and two sons: Mary 8, Edna 7, Ruby 6, 

Kathleen 5, Samuel 4 and Fredrick William Jnr 1. Fredrick Snr is buried at 

Daours Communal Cemetery Extension, designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens, along 

with 1,231 other casualties; he is in Plot 1, Row A, grave 18, to his left is Pte G 

P Edwards Royal Field Artillery and to his right Pte R Lee Royal Sussex 

Regiment. Daours is a village in the Department of the Somme, about 10 

kilometres east of Amiens and is north-west of Villers-Bretonneux.  

In 1921 Sarah received the medals which Fred had earned and given his life for: 

The British War Medal 1914 - 1918 and The Allied Victory Medal. She died in 

1959 and is buried alongside her son Frederick William (Shaver) in Denbury 

churchyard. 

 



 

26 

 

Men of Denbury 1914-1918 

 

Medal Index Card Fredrick John Beer  

In the 1939 Registration Sarah, Samuel (butcher’s assistant) and Fredrick Jnr 

(farm labourer) still lived at South Street next door to Richard and Amelia 

Harvey Endacott whose son Richard was also killed in action. 

Sarah Jane died in 1959 and is buried at Denbury Churchyard. Son, Fredrick 

William who died 1966, is also buried in Denbury Churchyard, Samuel died in 

1998. 

 

3 months into the War the War Office announced the levels of separation 

allowance to be paid directly to wives of men who had recently joined up: 

Wife with no children   12s 6d (62.5p) per week 
Wife with more than 3 children  £1.00 per week 
additions compulsory contribution from serviceman: 
Wife only (no children)   3s 6d (17.5p) per week 
Up to 3 children, per child  1s 1d (5.5p) per week 
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JOHN BULLEY - 1st Battalion, The Devonshire Regiment (Born Denbury 1886) 

John Bulley was a Private in the 1st Battalion, Devonshire Regiment, he was 
born in 1886 at Denbury, son of George and Elizabeth Bulley. In 1913 he 
married Florence Bellworthy of Stoke Gabriel, at the time he was a shepherd 
on Hawkmoor Farm, Bovey Tracey, they had two daughters Alice M (b.1915) 
and Florence E (b.1916). John was killed in action on the 23rd April 1917 during 
the attack on La Coulotte which was an action during the Arras Offensive (9th 
April - 16th June 1917). The 1st Devon's War Diary tells us: The actual 
operation on the 23rd was an attack between the Vimy-Lens railway and the 
Souchez River. The hostile barrage caught them [1st Devon's] in their assembly 
positions and inflicted many casualties before they moved. However, they 
pushed on undeterred over the 600 yards of No Man's Land, to find on reaching 
the wire that the bombardment had produced little effect on it.  
But the Devon's made a fine effort. As one reporter wrote: "For a short time the 
parties who had succeeded in entering the German trenches looked as if they 
were going to accomplish the impossible." 
However, the Diary goes on to say that by 10am, the attack having commenced 
at 4.45am, there were only two officers 'left unhit' and after a stubborn fight 
the surviving Devon’s withdrew from the German trenches. During this action, 
'Over 70 were killed and missing......the wounded exceeded 160, which with the 
casualties from the earlier fighting, left the Battalion sadly weak.' John Bulley 
was killed during this action and is buried at La Chaldierre Military Cemetery, 
Vimy. He is Remembered with Honour on the Stoke Gabriel Memorial. 

 
 

Medal Card for John Bulley held at the National Archives, Kew. 
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JOHN RICHARD CORRICK - 9th Battalion the Devonshire Regiment (Denbury 
Memorial)  

 
John Richard Corrick was born at East Ogwell in 1884, twin son of Thomas and 
Lavinia Corrick and brother of Thomas Henry. They were baptised on the 30th 
November 1884 at West Ogwell, Thomas Henry died whilst residing at the 
Rising Sun Inn and was buried on the 26th August 1909. Before John joined the 
Army, he had spent his working life as a farm labourer.  1910 he married Susan 
Annie Wyatt of Denbury, the service was conducted by Reverend Norman 
Donald Macloud at the Church of St Mary the Virgin on the 18th July.  

 
 
Susan's brother was Able Seaman John Charles Wyatt RN who died from 
wounds received during the Dardanelles Campaign, and is also remembered 
with honour on the Denbury Memorial. John and Susan Annie had two 
children, Reginald (b1911) and Lilian Lavinia (b1913). 
 
John Corrick was allocated to the 9th Battalion the Devonshire Regiment. In 
1916 they were in action during the Battles of the Somme, including the 
capture Mametz (1st - 5th July), The Battle of Bazentin (14th - 17th July), the 
attacks on High Wood (22nd/23rd July), The Battle of Delville Wood (15th July - 
3rd September), The Battle of Guillemont (3rd - 6th September) and the 
Operations on the Ancre (1st October - 11th November). In 1917 They fought 
during the German retreat to the Hindenburg Line. After heavy casualties the  
battalion secured its objectives on the embankment and the road to Bullecourt 
and dug in as best it could. 
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The account of the battle of Ecoust as reported in the Battalion War-Diary: 

 April 1st: Battalion moved to bivouacs in Gommecourt and at 11.30pm moved 
forward into the line in front of Ecoust. 
 April 2nd: The Battalion took part in the attack on the enemy position in and 
near Ecoust.  The Battalion attacked on the left of the village.  First objectives 
were made successfully, and the support Company moved up and 
consolidated.  Nos. 1 and 2 Companies pushed on towards second objective 
but being held up by our own barrage and by snipers and machine-gun fire 
were compelled during the afternoon to fall back to the line of the railway 
embankment.  This they did successfully, bringing back all casualties with 
them.  The heaviest casualties were inflicted on Nos. 1 and 2 Companies, No. 1 
especially being considerably impeded by uncut wire on the left of the village 
and round the cemetery.  Both Companies also suffered considerably from the 
fire of enemy machine guns, of which at least three were taken by the 
Battalion.   Prisoners taken during the operation were 2 Officers and 22 Other 
Ranks.  The Battalion lost 16 killed, 68 wounded, 8 missing. Complete casualty 
list attached. 
2nd April 1917: 24 Other Ranks, 4 Officers killed in action. 
      1 Officer wounded. 
      2 Other Ranks missing. 
      66 Other Ranks wounded. 

 
The attack had been a great success. Ecoust remains a proud honour for the 
Devonshire Regiment, but losses had been severe.  
 
On the 7th June 1917 the Western Times posted John amongst the ‘missing’ 
giving the family a false hope that he may be alive. However, he had been 
killed on the 17th April.  Since his remains were never found he was listed as 
‘missing’, and his name recorded on Bay 4 of the Arras Memorial which is in 
the Faubourg-d’Amiens Cemetery, in the Boulevard du General de Gaulle in 
the western part of the town of Arras and commemorates almost 35,000 
servicemen from the United Kingdom, South Africa and New Zealand who died 
in the Arras sector between the spring of 1916 and 7 August 1918, the eve of 
the Advance to Victory, and have no known grave.  
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Medal Index Card John Corrick 

 

RICHARD HENRY HARVEY ENDACOTT - 2nd Dorset Regiment 

 
L/Cpl Richard H H Endacott was the eldest son of Richard and Amelia Harvey 
Endacott of East Street, Denbury. Richard Snr was a cattleman and moved 
around the area for work. The family lived at Kelly Farm, Lustleigh, when 
Richard Jnr was born on 27th June 1897.  He was killed on the 25th March 1917 
aged 19. Soon after Richard enlisted the family had moved from Howton Road, 
Highweek to Denbury. Richard’s parents remained in Denbury for the rest of 
their lives and are buried in the churchyard.  On 25th March 1917 the 2nd 
Dorset’s distinguished themselves in the unsuccessful action at Jebel Hamrin, 
Mesopotamia, but suffered 220 casualties out of 500 men in action, Richard 
was one of the casualties. 
Richard H. H. Endacott is Remembered with Honour on the Basra Monument, 
Iraq and the Newton Abbot Memorial. 
Richard’s younger brother Charles joined the Royal Navy in 1916 and survived 
the war. 
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MONTAGUE DEVONALD EDWARDS - The Hampshire Regiment (Denbury 
Memorial) 

 
Private Montague Devonald Edwards, Hampshire Regiment was born at Mill 
Bank, Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire, Wales in 1890, the son of Sergeant 
Major William Devonald Edwards and Constance Bertha Edwards. His father 
had served during the Boer War with the Pembroke Imperial Yeomanry, and 
again during the Great War at the Remount Depot, Carmarthen Barracks, 
where he was responsible for the training of recruits. He later served for two 
years in France.  
 
Montague had left Haverfordwest before the war, and resided at Little 
Biddington, Kent, when he registered under the terms of 'National Registration 
Act' (July 1915). Montague then moved to Denbury and was employed by the 
South Devon Hunt Kennels, Pulsford. We know from family records that he was 
an excellent horseman and huntsman. During his time at Denbury he struck up 
a strong relationship, if not engagement, with Elsie Louisa Lark younger 
daughter of Charlie Lark the village blacksmith and water bailiff. Elsie worked 
for the Dowager Lady Blanche Cooke of East Cliffe, Teignmouth as a under 
housemaid and ‘came home to Denbury as often as she could’. In 1938 Elsie 
was granted probate of Montague's estate (£156.13), which he had 
bequeathed to her in a hand written will attached to his army pay book. The 
Pay book was a valuable documented proof of identification both as a 
battlefield casualty and when receiving pay. Page 13 of the pay book is a ‘will’ 
which must be filled out by soldiers moving up the front line for the first time. 
The pay book was to be carried in the top righthand tunic pocket. 
 

see actual Will below. 
 
 
Montague enlisted at Exeter into the 13th (Service) Battalion, Hampshire 
Regiment, which was attached to the 8th Reserve Brigade, based in Britain. He 
died of bronchial pneumonia at the Red Cross Hospital at Exmouth on 12th 
February 1917, aged 27. He is buried at Littleham (SS. Margaret and Andrew) 
Churchyard, Exmouth. Elsie and her family were instrumental in having 
Montague inscribe on the Denbury Memorial. Unfortunately, there are no 
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surviving military records for him so we do not know whether he saw action or 
not. Elsie Lark married Samuel Aiston in 1933, she died at Torquay in 1984. 
 

 
 

 
 

Published in Haverfordwest and Milford Haven Telegraph 14th and 28th February 1917 
 

 
 

Head Stone Pte. Montague Devonald Edwards, Littleham Churchyard, Exmouth. 
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JOHN GAYLER – Warrant Officer, Royal Garrison Artillery (Denbury Memorial) 

 

When the War started John Gayler was already serving as a Battery Sergeant 

Major in the Royal Garrison Artillery. 

.  

Head Stone Sergeant Major John Gayler, Denbury Churchyard 

John died on the 20th April 1919 of wounds received at Arras, May 1916. He 

was discharged from the Army 'no longer physically fit for war service' on the 

10th of August 1916, the Medical Board stated that his injuries were 

'permanent’, and he was 'totally incapacitated'. He had suffered an 'aneurism 

of the thoracic aorta and other severe injuries’ due to being 'blown-up' when a 

shell exploded at his feet.  He died 3 years later and is buried in Denbury (St 

Mary the Virgin) Churchyard. John’s grave is maintained and tended by the 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission. 

John Gayler was born c1875, at Padstow, Cornwall the only son of John Snr and 

Martha Gayler. His father John snr was born at Ottery St Mary and was a 

'Coachman to the gentry'.  Martha died aged 50 in 1886 when John Jnr was 

nine years old. By 1891 John Jnr was living with his relatives, the Winser’s at 

South Street, Denbury. William Taylor Winser was the village Postmaster, 

baker and grocer, his son Henry Holman Winser was also a baker. When John 

Gayler joined the Army in 1897, he declared his trade was that of a baker. He 

had completed his apprenticeship under Mr. Russell of Newton Abbot.   

On the 17th of November 1897 John Gayler joined the Army at Devonport 

(Plymouth) and 'Attested' to the Royal Garrison Artillery. He was 20 years and 
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2 months, 5 foot 8 inches tall and weighed 9 stones. He initially signed to serve 

for 7 years with the colours and 5 years on the reserve. 

The day following enlistment John commenced his basic training at Crownhill 

Fort, Plymouth. On the 28th of April 1898 he was sent to 2 Company, Royal 

Garrison Artillery, St. Helena. A Crown Colony in the South Atlantic. 

 

St Helena harbour with the Army Barracks and parade ground in the forefront circa. 1898 

By the end of 1898 John had completed his training and, on the 31st October 

1899, whilst serving with 84 Company, Royal Garrison Artillery, Simonstown, 

Cape of Good Hope he was promoted to the rank of Bombardier (Corporal). 

John's Army record shows that he was awarded 'The Queen's South Africa 

Medal (QSA)'. This medal was awarded to military personnel who served in the 

Boer War, South Africa between 11 October 

1899 and 31 May 1902. 

SIMONSTOWN, SOUTH AFRICA, C.1900. NAVAL 4.7 INCH GUN. THESE 

WEAPONS ADDED CONSIDERABLE WEIGHT TO THE ARTILLERY ARM OF 

GENERAL BULLER'S FORCES IN NATAL. (DONOR: T. COLLINS) 

 

 

 

 Queen’s South Africa Medal 
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On 31st of March 1902 John was sent to West India (Fortress) Company, 1 

Section, St. Lucia, until 23rd March 1905. Whilst serving at St. Lucia he was 

promoted to Sergeant. On the 23rd March 1905 he was posted back to the UK 

where he stayed until being sent to Malta 15th September 1909. On the 5th 

February 1908 he married Maude Helena Pawley, daughter of the Parish Clerk, 

at the Parish Church of St Mary the Virgin, Denbury, the officiating Minister 

was Rev. Norman Donald McLeod.  

 

Whilst John was stationed at Sheerness with 19 Company RGA Maude gave 

birth to William John (Jack) on the 10th of April 1909. On the 15th September 

1909 John was posted to Fort Tigne, on the island of Malta. 

 

Fort Tigne, Malta 
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As the clouds of war were developing John was posted back to England on the 

11th March 1914. On the 5th November 1914 he was part of the British 

Expeditionary Force as a member of 119th Heavy Battery Royal Garrison 

Artillery (RGA).  The 119th set sail for France from Southampton on SS Cymric 

landing at Le Havre on the 6th with 8th Heavy Artillery Brigade (118 and 119 

Bty’s) they were the first Heavy Brigade to arrive in France. Although under 

strength with a compliment of 5 Officers, 163 Other Ranks and 116 Horses and 

armament consisting of 4 x 4.7 Field guns. Marching through Rouen, near to Le 

Basse via Merville they fired their guns in anger for the first time on the 17th. 

2 months after John’s arrival in France, Maude Helena, at home in Denbury, 

gave birth to their second child on the 20th January 1915, a daughter Dorothy 

Eileen (Dolly), their third child a daughter Gwendoline was born in 1917.  Son, 

William (Jack) who lived at West End Terrace, died in June 1970 and is buried 

in Denbury Churchyard alongside his wife Gladys. 

 

A Heavy Battery of the RGA tows its 60-pounder guns along the roads of Northern France. 

The 119 Hy Batt took part in the battle of Neuve Chapelle (10th - 13th March 

1915). 

Four Divisions of 40,000 men were committed along a 3 km front at 7.30 am 

on 10 March.  The infantry advance was preceded by a concentrated 35-

minute artillery bombardment of 342 guns across a 2,000-yard line, directed in 

part by 85 reconnaissance aircraft from the Royal Flying Corps (RFC). 

The 119th then took part in the battle of Aubers Ridge, 9th May 1915. 
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Under Allied control but situated just a few kilometres from German lines for 

the whole of the war, the town of Arras formed a salient in the front and as 

such, from October 1914, was a regular target for German artillery. During a 

bombardment in May 1916 John Gayler was seriously wounded and 

subsequently discharged from the Army, being unfit for further service.  

 

Medal Index Card for Battery Sergeant Major John Gayler RGA. 

On the 30th of January 1915 it was reported in the Mid Devon Times that there 

had been a 'rumpus' at a Temperance meeting which had been called to outline 

the restrictions imposed on licensed houses. Opening times were restricted, 

beer was to be watered down and the price increased, and it became illegal to 

buy a drink for someone else. 

Just two weeks after the declaration of War, a list was published, showing the 

order in which men would be obliged to join up. By the time of the Military 

Service Act in January 1916 which introduced compulsory military service for 

all single men aged eighteen to forty-one the task of deciding who might have 

a valid excuse for not doing so was giving to local committees. A meeting was 

held at Newton Abbot Town Hall attended by 'leading' residents of the Town 

and surrounding district, including Denbury. Rousing speeches were delivered 
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with the aim to establish a committee which would 'promote the recruiting of 

young men for the Army'. The result was a committee, or tribunal, as 

previously mentioned of retired officers, business managers, doctors, solicitors 

and the like.  

July 1st 1915 – Newton Abbot 

Two local men charged with possession of Homing Pigeons without a permit, in 

contravention of the Defences of the Realm Act 

 

HENRY (PAT) HAMMOND - 6th London Regiment (City of London Rifles) and 

2nd Battalion 10th Royal Scots (Denbury Memorial) 

Henry Hammond was a Londoner. He was born at Peckham, Surrey, in 1879 

third son of William and Louisa Hammond. He married Martha Ellis who lived 

at North Street, Denbury, with her parents Richard and 

Eliza in 1918, just before he left with the British Force to 

Archangel, North Russia.Henry was a printer by trade and 

the 1901 Census shows him living with his brothers and 

sister at Gloucester Road, Camberwell. He initially enlisted 

into the  6th Battalion London Regiment (Territorials) in May 1908 and signed 

on for war service when the battalion was mobilised in August 1914. Most of 

Henry's war service was with the 6th Battalion, The London Regiment and by 

the time they arrived in France on the 17th March 1915 Henry had been 

promoted Lance Corporal. He subsequently saw action at Loos, on the Somme, 

at Messines, the third battle of Ypres, and at Cambria. Whilst recovering from 

wounds at Newton Abbot Hospital, Newton Hall, College Road, Newton Abbot 

in January 1918,  
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he married Martha whom he had first met when the Battalion were stationed 

at Newton Abbot in 1916 before moving to Blackdown Camp.   

In February 1918 several British infantry battalions were disbanded because of 

a manpower crisis. 1/6th London Rifles was among those selected for 

disbandment: eight officers and 198 other ranks were sent to the 2/6th 

Battalion. The remaining officers and soldiers were dispersed among several 

depleted regiments. Henry was transferred to the 2nd/10th Royal Scots who 

were a coastal defence unit at Berwick until April 1918, when they were sent 

to Ireland for a short time. Reorganised as an infantry battalion, the 2/10th 

moved to England July 1918 and it was at this time that Henry (Pat) joined 

them. They left Newcastle on board MV City of Cairo, sailing to the North 

Russian port of Archangel in August 1918.  

 2/10th marching through Archangel 1918 

 

Medal Index Card for Henry Hammond 1918 
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The Allies considered that the Russian Bolshevik regime was a puppet of 

Germany. Accordingly, it was felt that if those forces opposed to the Bolshevik 

government were reinforced and encouraged, the Romanovs might be 

restored. From Archangel two routes led south towards Moscow some 500 

miles away: the railway line and the River Dvina. Due to the physical nature of 

the countryside, movement was restricted to routes lying close to the river 

line. In the area of operations, the Dvina was between one and three miles 

broad and the surrounding countryside was flat, marshy and densely forested. 

The enemy consisted of Bolshevik columns that appeared to have little if any 

local support. On 26 August three companies, of the Royal Scots, embarked on 

barges at Archangel and, five days later, reached the village of Bereznik near 

the confluence of the Dvina and Vaga. The area of operations was in the lower 

Dvina and extended some 60 miles south east of Bereznik.  

The first action occurred on the night of 11 September when an attack by a 

Bolshevik column was successfully repulsed. Shortly 

afterwards a small force continued its advance up the 

river and captured a 76mm (3-inch) gun and a staff 

officer who provided useful information. The gun was 

brought back to Linlithgow by the Battalion and is now 

located by the Keep in Glencorse Barracks by Penicuik. 

The advance up the river line continued sporadically for 

the next two months. Progress was slow, largely due to 

the terrain, and there were frequent lively engagements. 

By October the deteriorating weather forced the troops 

to retire to more easily defensible positions. By the end 

of the campaign 219 officers and men had either been 

killed or died through illness. Sadly, Henry Hammond died on the 8th October 

1918 of smallpox which was still rife in Russia at the time. 

Martha remarried in 1926 and died in 1968. 
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HERBERT WILLIAM BRIDGE – Royal Army Veterinary Corps 

On Friday 22nd September 1916 published in the Western Times under the 

headline 'Whip Refused Exemption at Appeal Tribunal', we read of an appeal 

made by Mr C. T. K. Roberts on behalf of the Masters of the South Devon Hunt 

to obtain an exemption for their 'whipper in' Herbert William Bridge of 

Denbury. (see full report above.) 

Herbert William Bridge was born at Brentwood, Essex on the 12th July 1890. 

In Bridge's favour, we know, he had already complied with the law and 

registered for military service 'for the duration of the war' on 9th December 

1915.  
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The National Registration Act 1915 provided for a register of all persons, male and female, 

between the ages of 15 and 65, who were not members of the Armed Forces. The 

information supplied under the Act provided manpower statistics and enabled the military 

authorities to discriminate between persons who should be called up for military service and 

those who should in the national interest be retained in civil employment. By October 1915 

registration had identified 5,158,211 men of military age, with at least 3.4 million technically 

able to join the forces, but who had not yet volunteered.  

Herbert's occupation which was linked to agriculture probably exempted him 
from being called-up during the early days of the War. However, his 
‘exemption’ category will have lapsed and by the time of his tribunal he had 
already attested, had his pre-enlistment medical, which passed him as fit 
subject to 'dental treatment' ‘most of his teeth are rotten and his breath 
absolutely reeked’ reported the medical officer, not uncommon at the time. He 
was on the Army Reserve List.  At the time he was 29 years old and 'whipper in 
of foxhounds', living with his wife Margaret Jane, whom he had married on 
28th January 1915 at Mansfield, and his step-daughter Maggie Janet (Smith) 
aged 14, at The Kennels, Denbury. 
Being mindful that 'his' appeal by the South Devon Hunt to the Newton Abbot 

tribunal would be dismissed and knowing that he would be called-up shortly 

anyway, on the 21st of September 1916 Herbert wrote a letter to the Officer 
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Commanding, Royal Field Artillery asking him to, "assist me as to getting into 

the R.F.A. as a driver. I have been in Gentleman's service all my life am a good 

horseman and can drive well". 
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On the 23rd September 1916 the O.C. 4 Depot Company R.F.A. wrote back 

accepting Bridge, "providing you are up to standard. Please take this letter to 

the Recruiting Officer". 
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 However, unbeknown to both men at the time, Bridge had been earmarked 

for the Army Veterinary Corps, Remount Section, Shirehampton, Bristol and on 

5th October 1916 he was ordered to reported for duty. However, because of his  
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experience with dogs he was transferred to the newly formed War Dog 

Training School at Shoeburyness in 1917 and then sent to Matley Ridge, 

Lyndhurst in the New Forest. War Dog Training was set up on the site of the 

‘old’ Trench Mortar School that had recently closed.  The facility housed 

around 200 dogs which were trained to carry messages under battle 

conditions.  During his army service (2 years 241 days) Bridge’s character had 

been assessed as ‘very good’.  There is no record of Bridge having served 

abroad, he was demobbed on the 3rd June 1919 and moved to  

 

Kings Cottage, Penn Road, Eton, Buckinghamshire where he was employed as a 

groom. Herbert Bridge died in 1976. 

  

War Dogs on Parade 
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Crossing ‘no man’s land’ 

WILLIAM WALTER HENRY HOLMES - 16th Battalion the Devonshire Regiment, 

Denbury Memorial 

William was born at Denbury in 1897 the only child of William and Mary 

Holmes of Rose Cottage, Townsend. He was killed in action at Beit Ur el Foqa in 

the Judean Hills on the 3rd December 1917 aged 20. He is buried in the 

Jerusalem War Cemetery. William's parents were consulted and agreed that 

his headstone, a cross, should be inscribed: 'Greater love hath no man than 

this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.' Unfortunately, they were 

never able to visit their son’s ‘last resting place’. Mary died aged 96 in 1967 she 

never got over William’s death. 

The Regimental History records: 

'About 1 a.m. on December the 3rd, the Battalion started its attack. It had a 

desperate scramble over steep and broken ground, climbing from terrace to 

terrace, but forged ahead, and about three o'clock came rushing into Foka. The 

Turks resisted stubbornly but without avail; they were driven headlong from 

the village; 60 prisoners and three machine guns being taken. But before the 

Devon’s could take stock of the position, much less consolidate it properly, 

counter attacks began. Turkish bombers pressed into close quarters, and with  
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difficulty were kept at bay, bayonets being frequently used, while bombs soon 

ran short. .......... With daylight it became clear that the position was 

precarious. ....... the Turks could collect for their attacks in deep ravines where 

no artillery could reach them, the defenders were cramped for room, and the 

ground was too rocky for any digging. Soon after 1 p.m. Major Mardon, .......... 

obtained permission to withdraw. The evacuation was successfully conducted, 

though there was a long list of "missing". The casualties were 5 Officers and 

140 men killed or missing, 9 Officers and 132 men wounded. 

It was during this operation that William Holmes was killed in action. 

The Mid Devon Times on the 12th January 1918 reported: 

W. H. Holmes 

Denbury Yeoman killed in action 3rd December 1917 

He was a genial, pleasant young fellow, and well liked in the parish. He was 

serving with the 16th Battalion, Devonshire Regiment. On Monday the 

Denbury Bellringers rang a muffled peal in memory of the deceased, who was 

one of the parish bellringers before he joined up. His parents live at Rose 

Cottage, Denbury. 

 

Prince Arthur, Duke of Connaught, inspecting the Guard of Honour of the Devonshire Regiment, 16th 

Battalion, at the GHQ of the Egyptian Expeditionary Force, at railhead near El Ramle, March 1918. Photo 

courtesy of the Imperial War Museum.  
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JAMES HENRY MEDCALF (Harry) DCM., MC. - Captain, The Border Regiment 

 

The Devon and Exeter Gazette reported: Captain James (Harry) Medcalf, 

D.C.M., M.C., Border Regiment, attached Royal Air Force (killed instantaneously 

as a result of an accident whilst flying on May 23) was the second son of Mr. W. 

Medcalf, of Denbury, Newton Abbot, Huntsman, South Devon Hunt. He joined 

the Army in August 1914, as a despatch rider, and was in France at the end of 

that month and saw continual service. Getting his commission early in 1915, he 

was attached to the Border Regiment. He won his D.C.M. at Festubert. 

Transferring to the R.F.C., he obtained his "wings" very quickly, and was flying 

from 1916 onwards. Seriously wounded on February 5th, 1918, he had only just 

rejoined his squadron as a flying instructor. Captain Medcalf was 23 years of 

age and had the Mons Star among his decorations which meant he had been in 

the war since day one. 

James Medcalf was killed as a result of a mid-air collision as reported in the 

station Log: 

25.5.18 Avro 504 D6274, 61 TS, South Carlton 
 Midair collision with Avro E9993, South Carlton 
 2Lt Harold Edward Partridge (18) killed (Canadian) 

25.5.18 Avro 504 E9993, 45 TS, South Carlton 
 Midair collision with Avro D6274, South Carlton 
 Capt James Harry Medcalf DCM MC (23) killed 
 2Lt Alfred Milne Backler (23) killed 
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FRANK ERNEST OSBORN - L/Cpl 2nd Battalion the Devonshire Regiment 

(Denbury Memorial) 

Frank initially enlisted in the 3rd (Militia) Battalion the Devonshire Regiment on 

the 14th January 1907 when he was 17 years old. At the time he lived with his 

parents John and Sarah Osborn at Goosepool, Denbury and worked for Elias 

Bishop (Land Agent), Shute House. Like his father he was born in Denbury and 

was a farm labourer. May 1907, he joined the Regular Army and was allocated 

to the 2nd Battalion, The Devonshire Regiment. Before the outbreak of the 

Great War Frank's service took him to Crete, Malta (1909 - 1912), (the 1911 

census shows him at St Georges Barracks, Malta) and Egypt (1912 - 1914). The 

Regiment left Cairo and returned to England on 1 October 1914 on the 6th 

November they landed at Le Havre. By mid-November they were at Messines 

(close to the 1st Devon’s) where, in two tours in the trenches near Neuve 

Chapelle, they suffered 20 casualties and lost another 70 men to sickness 

(mostly frostbite).  In December they captured a German position known as 

the Moated Grange, but this was at a cost of 128 casualties.  They remained in 

this area until March 1915, when they lost heavily in an attack on the German 

lines on the 10th before next day repulsing a German counterattack.  Their 

losses in March totalled 284 men. 

An attack on Aubers Ridge in May 1915 cost another 250 casualties.  

Remaining in this sector until April 1916, they moved to the Somme to prepare 

for the offensive.  On 1st July, the 2nd Devon’s attacked between Ovillers and 

La Boiselle, losing 232 killed and 199 wounded,  

Frank was killed on the first day of the Somme, 1 July 1916, when the British 

dead on that day were 19,240. His body was never recovered. He is 

Remembered with Honour on the Thiepval Memorial and the Newton Abbot 

Memorial. 

The Thiepval Memorial, the ‘Memorial to the Missing of the Somme’, bears the 

names of more than 72,000 officers and men of the United Kingdom and South 

African forces who died in the Somme sector before 20 March 1918 and have 

no known grave. Over 90% of those commemorated died between July and 
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November 1916. The memorial also serves as an Anglo-French Battle Memorial 

in recognition of the joint nature of the 1916 offensive and a small cemetery 

containing equal numbers of Commonwealth and French graves lies at the foot 

of the memorial. 

The memorial, designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens, was built between 1928 and 

1932 and unveiled by the Prince of Wales, in the presence of the President of 

France, on 1 August 1932. 
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GEORGE HENRY OSBORNE - 11th Battalion the Border Regiment (born 

Denbury 1881) 

George was born at Denbury and Baptised by Rev. Reibey in the Parish Church 

on the 11th December 1881, his parents James and Charlotte Osborne lived in 

South Street.  

 

When he was 20 George married Harriet Hannaford, he was a 'Domestic 

Gardener' and they lived at Coombe, Buckfastleigh.  The 1911 Census shows 

that they have two daughters Florence (b1901) and Beatrice (b1902). George 

had originally enlisted in the Royal Garrison Artillery but transferred to the 

11th Border Regiment during the War.  George died on the 11th July 1917 

from wounds he had received on 10th. 

The Regimental War Diary reports: 

10th July in line S.W. of Lombardzyde [Sector Belgium]. A heavy bombardment 

of our sector commences about 6am. The 1st and 2nd lines are heavily 

"strafed" with "minnenwerfer" [ big shells]. The following message is sent to 

the 97th Infantry Brigade at 7:40am: "Casualties last night 3 wounded this 

morning 1 killed. Communication broken with both Coys in front line when 
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bombardment ceases will send further information. Ends."  George was 

mortally wounded during this bombardment. 

11th July in line S.W. of Lombardzyde. At 12:15am a message is sent from Capt. 

Greenhill, Officer Commanding No.1 Company: "The position at the HUITRIERE 

is that the defences have been blown in. My Platoons are in NOSE LANE and in 

touch with the SPUR. Casualties 4." 

 

Medal Card for George Henry Osborne 

 

THOMAS 'HENRY' JOHN SEAWARD, Royal Navy, (Denbury Memorial)  

Henry Seaward was born on the 9th March 1882 at Barton Lane, North Tawton 

son to John and Thirza Seaward. When he left school, Henry worked as a farm 

labourer. Thirza died in 1895 and his father John married Dinah Oades and 

moved the family to Lower Wickaborough, Berry Pomeroy, Totnes. For a short 

time, Henry was a ‘wagoner’ on Totnes quay.  

He joined the Royal Navy on the 15th October 1903 as a Stoker. Whilst serving 

on HMS Carnarvon, in 1909, he married Sarah Maud Trezise, at St. Mary and 

All Saints Church, Plymstock nr Plymouth. Their daughter Daisy was b1910 but 

died in1914, and son Frank b1914 died aged 2 years. 
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At the outbreak of ‘The Great War’ Henry was serving aboard HMS 

Nottingham,  

 

on the 28th August 1914 he fought in the first naval battle of the war 

‘Heligoland Bight, North Sea’ followed by the Naval engagement ‘Dogger Bank’ 

on the 25th January 1915. On 18 June 1915, the ship was detached to reinforce 

the 3rd Cruiser Squadron during a patrol across the North Sea. Nottingham and 

the other ships were attacked several times by German submarines and 

although not sunk sailors were injured and, it would appear Henry and one or 

two others ended up in the water. Unfortunately, as a result he developed 

pneumonia and died aboard the Hospital Ship ‘Magic’ on the 6th July 1915. 

By the time Rev. Chadwick drew-up his final list ‘of bone fide Denbury men’ 

Henry’s stepmother Dinah lived at Denbury Green and his younger brother 

William and wife Kate (East Street) had also come to live in Denbury and 

requested Henry be included on the Rector’s list. Sarah Maud remained in 

Plymouth and in 1920 married George Evans. 
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GEORGE SMERDON - Acting/ Corporal 1st/6th Battalion the Devonshire 

Regiment (born Denbury 1889) 

George was born at Denbury 1889 son of William and Mary Elizabeth Smerdon. 

He had two older sisters, Susan (b1887) and Alice Maud (b.1888). His father 

died 1896. The 1891 Census shows the family lived at Wickaborough, Berry 

Pomeroy. At the age of 13 George left school and was employed as a farm 

labourer at Dartbridge Farm, Buckfastleigh. During 1904 Mary Elizabeth, 

looking for work, moved the family to 12, Summerland Street, Plymouth.  Just 

before his 18th birthday George enlisted into the Militia Battalion of the 

Devonshire Regiment at Plymouth, on 15th May 1906, he worked for the 

Easterbrook's of Holwell Farm at the time.  
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However, he soon became a Regular Soldier and was allocated to the 2nd 

Battalion. The 1911 census shows him at St. Georges Barracks, Malta, 

 

St Georges Barracks, Malta 

 and when war broke out, he was in Egypt. August 1914 found the 2nd Devon's 

first task was to protect the Suez Canal. But they were soon recalled to England 

arriving at Southampton in October, they absorbed drafts of reservists before 

landing in France on 6th November. It is not known why, but George 

transferred to the 1st/6th Battalion the Devonshire Regiment. As the 1st/6th 

was a Territorial Battalion people with 'soldiering' experience were required to 

train and support new recruits and, George's transfer may have been a result 

of this as he was soon promoted Corporal. On 9th October 1914 the 1st/6th 

sailed for India, landing at Karachi 11th November 1914 and were employed on 

internal security operations. At the end of 1915 the 1/6th were sent to 

Mesopotamia and arrived at Basra on 3rd January 1916.  Marching 300 miles 

up country through swamps, marshes and deserts, they suffered sickness and 

attacks from local Arabs before reaching Orah.  From here, in early March, they 

launched an attempt to relieve the besieged garrison at Kut el Amara.  

Tantalisingly, they were within sight of Kut when a bungled artillery 

bombardment warned the Turks of their advance and heavy shell and machine 

gun fire forced them to retreat.  The 1/6th lost 201 casualties but they were 

‘congratulated on their bravery!’  In April they played a supporting role in the 

battle of Sannaiyat and in May launched an attack on the Dujullah Redoubt. 
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Whilst in the trenches at the Dujailah Depression they were constantly under 

attack and on the 10th June 1916 George was killed during an air raid. 

 

A tram on rails being pulled by horses, on the way to relieve Kut, 1916 (c). 

National Army Museum Copyright 

 

 

 

Medal Index Card George Smerdon 
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THOMAS LEWIS TOZER, Able Seaman, Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve, (born 

Denbury 1897). 

Thomas Lewis Tozer was born at Denbury on the 16th October 1897 and 

baptised at Denbury church on 12th December 1897.  

He was the eldest son of Thomas, a horseman, and Sarah Anne Tozer, he had a 

younger brother Cecil John (b.1906), who became a bus conductor for Devon 

General and a sister Edith Ellen Caroline (b.1911). The family were wealthy 

enough to employ a domestic servant Rosa Taylor as cook. 

 During 1903 Thomas Lewis was registered as being at Teigngrace Church 

School. He joined the Army Reserve on the 21st February 1916.  

 

With the outbreak of the First World War many Royal Naval reservists were 

called for full-time service, more than the numbers required to man the Navy’s 

ships. It was therefore decided that a Royal Naval Division would be formed to 

augment the army divisions. After its initial front-line action in Belgium, the 

Naval Division returned to the UK and established a base depot and training 
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camp at Blandford. Thomas Lewis was trained there and transferred from the 

Army Reserve to the Royal Naval Division on 28th August 1916, he was 

promoted to Able Seaman on the 28th November 1916.  

 

On the 16th December that year he was sent to join the Howe Battalion, in 

France. Thomas Lewis was killed in Action at Gavrelle (Arras) on the 24th April 

1917. He was 19 years of age. 

The War Diary for that day reports, 'The enemy were in strength, and though 

they suffered under our barrage, their first wave being almost wiped out, they 

reached, and at one point on the Howe front actually penetrated, our posts. 



 

61 

 

Men of Denbury 1914-1918 

The prompt and energetic action of Commander Bennett and his officers on the 

Drake front, and of Lieutenant Mackinlay and Sub-Lieutenant Lawrie of the 

Howe Battalion prevented, however, any loss of ground and inflicted heavy 

casualties on the enemy. Only once did the enemy look like breaking through, 

at the junction of the Howe and Nelson Battalions, when the position was 

safeguarded by 'A' Company of the former Battalion.' 

 Thomas Lewis Tozer's body was never recovered, and he is Remembered with 

Honour on the Arras Memorial. The ARRAS MEMORIAL commemorates almost 

35,000 servicemen from the United Kingdom, South Africa and New Zealand 

who died in the Arras sector between the spring of 1916 and 7 August 1918, 

the eve of the Advance to Victory, and have no known grave.  

 

Next of Kin Memorial Plaque the ‘Dead Man’s Penny’ issued to Thomas’ family.  

The Next of Kin Memorial Plaque is a bronze plaque approximately 11 cms 

(4½ inches) diameter with the name of the person who died serving with the 

British and Empire forces in the First World War. It was issued to the Next of 

Kin of the casualty along with a scroll. They were posted out separately, in 

1919 and 1920, and a ‘King’s message’ was enclosed with both, containing a 

facsimile signature of the King. 
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WILLIAM JOHN TOZER, Pte 7th Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers (Denbury Memorial) 

William John Tozer was born at Denbury and baptised by Reverend Reibey in 

the Parish Church on the 25th November 1888.  

 

He was the son of William Milton Tozer, an agricultural worker from Woodland 

who died 1932, and his second wife Sarah (Hart) died 1938, who were married 

at Denbury Church on October 9th, 1887 both are buried in the churchyard; he 

had a younger sister Edith (b.1893). The family was living at East Street, 

Denbury when William John was killed in action at Messines Ridge on the 7th 

June 1917. William had previous service with the Leicestershire Regiment. 

When he was killed William John’s estate amounted to £5. 4s. 9. which was 

paid to his mother. 
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ALBERT EDWARD WARNER MM, Household Battalion and Coldstream Guards 

(Denbury School pupil) 

 

1400. SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE, 28 JANUARY 1918. 

His Majesty the KING has been graciously pleased to approve of the award of 

the Military Medal for bravery in the Field to the undermentioned Non-

Commissioned Officers and Men: — 

538 Tpr. A. E. Warner, Household Bn. (Englefield Green). 

Albert Edward Warner was born on the 21st June 1887 and baptised on 21st 

August at West Ogwell church. His parents George, coachman to the Scratton’s 

of West Ogwell Manor, and Caroline lived at Ogwell Cottage, West Ogwell. On 

retirement they moved to North Street, Denbury.  Albert attended Denbury 

school before ‘moving up’ to Ogwell East and West Council School; the building 

became Ogwell Memorial Hall. He left school 1900. Albert first became a ‘page 

boy’ for Florence German, a boarding house proprietor on Parade Terrace, 

Ilfracombe. He later trained as a Gamekeeper eventually moving to Hampshire 

where in 1910, he married Dora Elizabeth Webb from Hursley, Nr. Winchester. 

Within a year they had moved to Winkfield Nr. Ascot when Albert was 

appointed a Government Gamekeeper and their son Donald was born. When 

the war started Albert enlisted in the Household Battalion. The Household 

Battalion was an infantry battalion formed from reserve units of the Household 

Cavalry: 1st Life Guards, 2nd Life Guards and Royal Horse Guards. It was 

formed on 1st September 1916 and filled rapidly. Numbers 1 to 1234, for 

instance, all date to 1st September, Albert’s number was 538. 

 

http://armyservicenumbers.blogspot.co.uk/2015/02/1st-life-guards-1881-1914.html
http://armyservicenumbers.blogspot.co.uk/2015/05/2nd-life-guards-1881-1908.html
http://armyservicenumbers.blogspot.co.uk/2010/10/royal-horse-guards-1881-1914.html
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Men of the Household Battalion prior to departure for France in 1916  

The battalion landed in France on 9 November 1916 and shortly afterwards it 

was sent to join 10th Brigade part of 4th Division, an experienced formation of 

the regular army that had been in France since August 1914. 

They were heavily engaged for the first time in the Battle of Arras in April 1917. 

Later in the year, in September and October 1917, the 4th Division took part in 

the latter stages of the Third Battle of Ypres, which is more often called 

Passchendaele. Losses to the Household Battalion were particularly severe on 

9 and 10 October 1917, when the battalion attacked near Poelcapelle. It was 

during this action that Albert was awarded the Military Medal (MM) ‘for 

bravery in the field’. Having gone into this action 498 men strong, the 

Household Battalion suffered 348 casualties. 13 officers were also killed or 

wounded. Most of the men who were killed in action have no known grave. 

On 10 February 1918, the battalion was disbanded as part of a widespread 

reorganisation of the army in France, Albert was allocated to the 2nd Battalion, 

The Coldstream Guards. He fought in the 1st and 2nd Battles of the Somme and 

the 2nd Battle at Cambrai on the 8th, 9th and 10th October 1918 where he was 

killed in action on the 10th. He is buried next to Lt. Gavin Ralston Mure 

Caldwell, aged 21, of the same Regiment in Wambaix Communal Cemetery 

some 10 kilometres south-south-east of Cambrai. 

 

Graves of Lcpl. Albert Warner MM (Far right) and Lt. Gavin Caldwell (Near right) 
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'At length we reached what looked like an open drain full of mud. This we were 

informed was the front line. The situation was very different from what we had 

imagined. We seemed to have reached the depth of misery.'  A Private serving 

with a Birmingham Pals Battalion - 1915. 

 

ALBERT EDWARD WILLIAMS (Denbury Memorial) 

Albert was born at Denbury in 1878 the youngest son of Thomas Goss Williams 

(Denbury’s Wheelwright) and his second wife Elizabeth Williams (nee Ford, 

from Kingsbridge), a dressmaker, they lived at Rose Cottage, Townsend, 

Denbury. Elizabeth died in 1891 and Thomas G in 1893 both are buried in 

Denbury Churchyard.  In 1905 Albert married Emma Ebb from Grantham, 

Lincolnshire. The 1911 Census shows him living at Delawares, 43 Belmont 

Road, Torquay, and his occupation as Chief Clerk and Collector, Electricity 

Department, Torquay Borough Corporation. Albert and Emma had two 

children: Russell Ebb Williams (b1908) and Grace Ford Williams (b1911).  

There are no surviving Service records for Albert Edward during or after the 

war. However, he died at Whittington Hospital Nr. Preston, Lancashire on the 

24th July 1920. The West Annex (St. Margaret’s), Whittingham was 
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commandeered for the treatment of War casualties, 1000’s of shell-shocked 

soldiers were admitted. Although the hospital annex was returned to civilian 

use in 1919 Albert could well have been retained as a psychiatric patient after 

that date as were many WW1 casualties. His death certificate (erroneously in 

the name of Herbert Williams later amended) shows cause as ‘(1) Acute 

Melancholia and exhaustion on admission (2) Heart failure’. Added to the 

mystery is the certificate shows Albert as ‘Clerk at Electric Works’ living in 

Blackpool. There is a margin note by the Registrar pertaining to a declaration 

from Emma that ‘Herbert’ was in fact Albert Edward. 

REGINALD JOHN BRUSEY, Royal Garrison Artillery 

Reginald John joined the Royal Garrision Artillery on 3rd April 1916 at Plymouth 

Citadel at the time he was living at South Street, Denbury having been born at 

Combeinteignhead 3rd December 1890, son of John and Susan Brusey. He was 

a Rabbit Trapper. After his training at 3 Depot RA, Plymouth he was sent to 

France on 21st August 1917 where he remained, apart from 2 weeks in 

England, until 5th September 1919. By the time of his demob Reginald had 

been promoted to Corporal and was awarded the British War and Victory 

Medals. He initially returned to his parents at Netherton but by October 1920 

he was back in Denbury and lived at West End Terrace, working as a gardener 

until his retirement. Reginald died in 1972 and is buried in Denbury. 
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HAROLD HENRY RIDGEWAY, Mercantile Marine, (born Denbury 1900) 

Harold was born 23rd April 1900 son of Henry, a Police Constable, and Maud 

Ridgeway whilst living at East Street, Denbury. Harold was Baptised in Denbury 

Church on the 3rd June 1900 by Rev. Bingham, Rector. His sister Gwendoline 

Maud (b.1904) was also born and baptised at Denbury. 

 

WW1 Harold joined the Merchant Navy as a Wireless Operator and was 

awarded the Mercantile Marine Medal and the British War Medal before his 

18th birthday.  
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Harold stayed in the 

Merchant Navy and served through WW2 as 1st Radio Officer. He died in 1980. 

CHARLES JOHN ROWE, Worcestershire Regiment (born Denbury 1898) 

On the day before his 18th birthday John Charles Rowe attested in Newton 

Abbot on the 2nd December 1916. At the time he was a cleaner with the Great 

Western Railway and lived with his parents Owen Angel and Florence Jane at 

East Street, Denbury. Charles had been born in Denbury on the 3rd December 

1898 and Baptised on the 12th February 1899 at Denbury Church. 

 

Charles was not mobilized until 3rd August 1917. However, he was sent home 

again on the 4th and not called up again until 26th February 1918 when he was 

allocated to the Training Battalion, Worcestershire Regiment and underwent 

training as a Regimental Signaller. Charles went with the 2nd Worcestershire 

Regiment to Dublin and was finally discharge on the 31st March 1920. The 1920 

Parliamentary Electoral Register shows him back at home in Denbury living 

with his parents at East Street. He was back at work with GWR as a heavy track 

layer and joined the National Union of Railwaymen in 1926. 
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Charlie Rowe (1926) 

1934 Charles married Eva Perkins and set up home in West Street. Eva died 

1973 and Charles 1987 both are buried in the churchyard at Denbury. 

 

JOHN (Jack) ISAAC PALFREY, various Army Regiments (The Green, Denbury) 

John Isaac Palfrey, born Woodland 12th August 1886, he tried several times 

during the Great War to join the Army.  

 

He was the son of William and Emily Palfrey living at The Green, Denbury when 

he attested, he was a mason’s labourer. On the 8th February 1915, having 

already served 4 years in the Devon Militia, he attested for the Devonshire 

Regiment and reported to their Depot for a medical, he was discharged on the 

11th February as ‘medically unfit’. On the 29th November 1915 he made 

another attempt to join up, this time with the Wiltshire Regiment. He was sent 

to their training Depot but lasted only 6 weeks before being discharged ‘not 

being likely to become an efficient solder’. Although the war was over in 1921 

John had another try, he attested for the newly formed Devon Defence Force, 



 

70 

 

Men of Denbury 1914-1918 

he lasted 86 days until 5th July 1921 when his medical condition was again the 

reason he was discharged. John had a heart condition described as ‘a 

disordered action of the heart’. 

 John (Jack) Palfrey, 1926 

In 1913 John’s elder sister Emily married John H. Heath, a soldier from Totnes, 

at Denbury Church. John died in 1956 and together with his wife Elizabeth 

(d.1953) is buried at Denbury. 

 

(PHILIP) RAYMOND WYATT, Royal Field Artillery (Territorial Force) 

Raymond Wyatt was born in 1892 son of Philip Hayman Wyatt and his wife 

Caroline Amelia.  Philip was Bailiff at Pulsford Farm where Raymond also 

worked and so did his sister Winifred. Although not required to do so at the 

time Raymond joined the Territorial Force, at Topsham, as soon as war was 

declared in July 1914 and was allocated to the 2nd Battery 4th Wessex Brigade 

RFA (T).  On the 30th November he signed on ‘for the period of the war’ and on 

4th of December he agreed to overseas service and signed the “Imperial Service 

Obligation”. All men who signed were then issued with a special badge, known 

as the “Imperial Service Brooch”, to be worn on their uniform jacket right 

breast pocket. 
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On 12th of December he arrived in India with the 2nd Battery, 4th Wessex 

Brigade RFA. He was stationed at Dinapore 500km from Calcutta. Raymond 

served most the war in India, however 1918/1919 he saw serving in 

Mesopotamia. Toward the end of the war he embarked Bombay on 17th March 

1919 for the journey home arriving at Plymouth 7th April on board SS 

Leicestershire. 

In early 1917 all men then serving with TF units were given new numbers as 

shown on Raymond’s Medal index card below. He earned the Victory Medal 

and The British War Medal. 
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Raymond returned to Pulsford after the war and in 1924 he married Jessie 

Luxton of Witheridge, Ogwell, their son Ivor Raymond was born in 1926. The 

family settled in Dartmouth where Raymond was a Master Butcher. He died in 

1983. 

REGINALD HERBERT UGLOW, Royal Naval Air Service and RAF (born Denbury 

1886) 
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Reginald was one of ten children born to Richard Henry and Elizabeth Uglow 

who lived at West Street, Denbury. Richard Henry was a ‘domestic gardener’ 

who had also been born at Denbury. The 1901 census shows Reginald as an 

‘errand Boy at Bakers Shop’ working for George Miller, village baker at North 

Street. His parents and siblings had move to Shute Farm. In 1909 he married 

Jessie Reed at Exeter St. Thomas and in 1911 they were living at Christow. 

When Reginald was ‘called-up’ on the 4th November 1916 his occupation was 

show as ‘Baker and Confectioner’. He was allocated to the Royal Naval Air 

Service, as a cook and sent to France with 4 Squadron in April 1917 until 

February 1919. 4 Squadron were at the Somme, Messines and Passchendaele. 

During April 1918 the RNAS merged with the Royal Flying Corp to become the 

Royal Air Force. In October 1918 the squadron moved forward to Heule in 

Flanders until the end of the war. In February 1919 the surviving personal 

returned to RAF Waddington in England before being disbanded in December 

1919. Reginald was demobbed 30th April 1920 and returned to Bridford. He 

was awarded the British War and Victory medals.  By 1939 Reginald and Jessie 

had moved to Southernhay, Exeter where he worked as a Commissionaire. He 

died at Honiton in 1965.  

 
Birth of the RAF (Mission Centenaire 14-18) 
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CYRUS LEWIS, 22nd (Wessex and Welsh) Batt, The Rifle Brigade 

Cyrus Lewis was born in Merthyr Tydfil 1882, he and his sister Rose (b.1879) 

were adopted by Isaac and Mary Thomas. Isaac was an Irish coalminer. In 1909 

Cyrus, whilst living with his sister at East Stonehouse, Plymouth, married Lillian 

Bessie Gibbs who was from Hennock. Three months into the war on the 23rd 

October 1914 Cyrus travelled from Denbury, where he was living with his wife 

Lilian Bessie and daughter Lilian at North Street, to Exeter and attested to the 

National Reserve, Territorial Force initially for 1 year.  

The National Reserve was a register of trained officers and men who had no 

further obligation for military service, ex-soldiers of the regular army or Special 

Reserve who had completed their engagement or been discharged with not 

less than one year’s service for any reason other than misconduct or 

inefficiency.  

Cyrus Lewis was an experienced soldier, in 1899 at the age of 17 Cyrus joined 

the 3rd (Militia) Battalion Welsh Regiment and went with them in 1900 to 

South Africa for the second Bore War. He was awarded the Queen’s South 

Africa medal and clasps. He returned home in August 1902 and remained as a 

part-time soldier with the Regiment until the termination of his engagement 

on 26th November 1905. In 1906 he moved to Plymouth living with his sister 

Rose who was now married. Whilst working as a tram conductor he joined the 

local Royal Army Medical Corps (Militia) at Devonport. In 1909 he married 

Lilian Bessie (Gibbs) at St. George’s Parish Church East, Stonehouse, Plymouth. 

On the 13th February 1910 their daughter Lilian Belinda Alice Mary was born. 

The 1911 Census shows the family living at Hotham Place, Devonport, and 

states that Cyrus was ‘formerly’ a Tram Conductor but does not tell us what or 

whether he was currently employed.  

When he enlisted the family were living at North Street, Denbury. On the 23rd 

October 1914 Lewis attested for No.2 Supernumerary Company, 4th Battalion 

The Devonshire Regiment, in September 1915 he was transferred to 22nd 

(Wessex and Welsh) Battalion, The Rifle Brigade. The Battalions were made up 

of supernumerary Territorial Force Companies, formed from National 
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Reservists who were used for guarding lnerable points in Great Britain. 

 

The Battalions were posted for Garrison duty overseas in 1916. On 3rd January 

1916 Cyrus left England as part of the Expeditionary Force to Egypt where they 

stayed until 1st December before moving to Salonika. On the 23rd April 1917 he 

returned to England for discharge as ‘unfit for military 

service’ and was awarded Silver War badge No. 170028. 

The Silver War Badge was issued in the United Kingdom 

and the British Empire to service personnel who had 

been honourably discharged due to wounds or sickness 

from military service in World War I. 

Cyrus was also awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. Lilian 

Bessie died in 1919 and Cyrus and Lilian Jnr move to Pinsents Cottages, 

Chudleigh Knighton, where he lived until 1926. Lilian married in 1934 and 

Cyrus moved to Lewisham and died in 1963 at Worthing. 
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Alexander OSBORNE, Devonshire Regiment and Labour Corps (Born Denbury 

1878) 

Alexander (Alick) was born at Denbury in 1878 and baptised in the Parish 

Church on the 26th September that year. His parents were James and Charlotte 

Osborne who lived at South Street.  

 

On 25th September 1894 Alick, aged 16, he joined the Devonshire Regiment at 

Exeter. In 1896 he went with the Regiment to India, taking part in the 

Northwest Frontier Disturbances and was awarded the India General Service 

Medal with clasps for the Punjab Frontier 1897-98 and Tirah 1897-98.  

On the 8th December 1899 the Regiment arrived in South Africa and fought in 

the 2nd Boer War (11 October 1899 – 31 May 1902) between the British Empire 

and two Boer states, the South African Republic (Republic of Transvaal) and the 

Orange Free State, over the Empire's influence in South Africa. Alick was 

awarded The Queens South African Medal with clasps for ‘Relief of Ladysmith’ 

and ‘Transvaal’. 

 In 1902 Alick received two quick promotions, he was appointed L/Cpl on 10th 

July and promoted to Corporal on 3rd September and by the end of the year 

had passed the qualification requirements for promotion to Sergeant including 
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the Certificate of Education 2nd Class.  After the Boer War the Regiment 

returned to India and was stationed at Rhaniket, a hill station, Alick left the 1st 

Battalion on 26th January 1904 when he was transferred to the 2nd Battalion at 

Devonport and then to the Depot at Topsham Barracks, Exeter.  In January 

1905 he re-joined the 1st Battalion at Rangoon, Burma. But it appears that 

something may have gone wrong, at his own request he reverted to the rank 

of Private in July 1906. (As there are no disciplinary entries on his conduct 

sheet, and he kept his 2 Good Conduct Badges and pay, his ‘reversion’ in rank 

must certainly have been at his own request. Also, he did not apply to stay in 

the Army when his 12 years’ service was up, and on 25th September 1906 

Alexander (Alick) Osborne left the Army. 

In 1908 he married Emma, they lived at Higher Blagdon farm where Alick was 

employed as a ‘horseman’.  

At the age of 38 Alick re-enlisted on Boxing Day 1914 into the 2nd Devon’s and 

joined them in France on the 2nd May 1915. By September he had been 

promoted to L/Cpl. 

An attack on Aubers Ridge in May 1915 cost 250 casualties.   Remaining in this 

sector until April 1916, they moved to the Somme to prepare for the offensive.  

On 1st July, the 2nd Devons attacked between Ovillers and La Boiselle, losing 

232 killed and 199 wounded, many of whom fell to German machine guns in 

what they called Mash Valley.  On 18th and 29th July at Cuinchy they repulsed 

two German attacks before being withdrawn to rebuild their shattered 

Battalion.Returning to the Somme, on 8th/9th November they captured and 

consolidated a ridge near Le Transloy before being rested at Vergies.  In early 

1917 they followed up the German retreat to the Hindenburg Line.  In March 

they lost 25 casualties attacking Heudecourt and on 13th April another 45 

attacking Villers Guislains.In June 1917 they moved north to Ypres and 

prepared for an offensive due to start on 31st July.  At 0350 on the 31st the 2nd 

Devons attacked from Railway Wood.  That morning their Colonel was killed 

and 12 of their 20 officers and 230 of their men were killed or wounded.  

(extracted from 2nd Devon’s Regimental History) 
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Alick was on leave in England from 26 January 1917 to 5 February 1917. 

But his age and medical condition, ‘being no longer fit to be a frontline soldier’,  

meant Alick was allocated to the 2nd Devon’s (Labour Corps) in July 1917. He 

was sent to Aldershot on the 30th November 1917 and joined 654 Agricultural 

Company (Labour Corps) as a Ploughman, finally being ‘demobbed’ on 18th 

February 1919 re-joining Emma at 44 Winner Street, Paignton. Alick was 

awarded the 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, and Victory Medal. He died in 

1930 and Emma in 1934. 

   

Indian General Service   Queen South Africa 14/15 British War    Victory  
 Medal    Medal  Star      Medal          Medal 

 

Medal Group: 15045 Lcpl Alexander Osborne, Devonshire Regiment 

Arthur PENGILLY, Royal Engineers (Born Denbury 1878) 

Arthur was born in Denbury in 1878 shown on his Army Attestation papers for 

the Royal Engineers on 11th November 1897. His mother Emma (Grand) was 

also born in Denbury in 1853. The 1891 census shows that Arthur lived with his 

grandmother Jane Grand (b.1827) at South Street and that at the age of 13 he 

was working as a farm labourer.
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Arthur joined the Royal Engineers in 1897 when he had completed his 4-year 

apprenticeship as a ‘plumber and gas fitter’ to Mr. Brimmecombe of Totnes, he 

was 19. 

By the end 1904 Arthur was in Ceylon and a year later moved to Singapore 

until 1908 at this time he was a Corporal. He arrived back in England on the 

30th January and on the 12th March 1908, he married Rose Jennings of 

Paignton. He stayed in England until 1911 when he was sent to Gibraltar, Rose 

went with him and their son Arthur Jnr. was born there in July 1914. Arthur 

had become a ‘specialist’ engine driver and was promoted to Sergeant. He 

went to France in 1915 joining the Royal Engineer’s 173rd Mining and 

Tunnelling Company who became ‘famous’ for their big explosions under 

enemy lines.  

 

In 1916 Arthur was sent back to Chatham where he trained other soldiers in 

mining and tunnelling skills. He was discharged from the Army on the 12th 

December 1919 having served his country for 22 years and 333 days. In 1915 

he was awarded the ‘Long Service and Good Conduct Medal. 

And finally 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi0n8TVyofhAhULUhoKHWd_AM4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tunnellersmemorial.com%2Ftunnelling-companies%2F&psig=AOvVaw0ZdorbU4l7pQQTtIbEl5_l&ust=1552857296093450
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The Devon’s at ‘Rest’ somewhere in France. (Kind permission of the Imperial War Museum) 

 

 

John 15:13 King James Version (KJV) 

Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his 

friends. 

 


